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In his most recent book, United America, Sociologist Dr. Wayne 
Baker reports a surprising truth: Americans are united by 10 Core 
Values. Based on years of nonpartisan, scientifically balanced 
polling and research conducted by The Institute for Social 
Research at the University of Michigan, Dr. Baker finds that 10 
values are strongly held by a large majority of Americans.  These 
10 Core Values are stable over time and are shared across diverse 
demographic,demographic, religious and political lines. Dr. Baker believes that 
these values are common ground on which Americans can build, 
improve, and sustain the nation.

United America is written in an accessible and engaging style.  It 
has been designed for personal reading and flexible use in 
classes and small groups. Readers can choose from among the 
chapters and use the book’s many suggested questions for 
personal reflection or group discussion.  Additional free tested 
and proven discussion guides for United America are available 
online. Accompanying the discussion guides are a gallery of 
photos thphotos that coordinate with the guides.
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American identity and the 10 beliefs that a large majority of Americans hold dear.

Dr. Wayne Baker is an author and sociologist on the senior faculty of the University of Michigan Ross School of Business. He is 
also Professor of Sociology at the University of Michigan and Faculty Associate at the Institute for Social Research. Dr. Baker has 
published over sixty academic articles and five books, including America’s Crisis of Values: Reality and Perception (Princeton 
University Press). He blogs five days a week at www.OurValues.org, an online experiment in civil dialog. Prior to joining the 
Michigan faculty, he was on the faculty at the University of Chicago business school. He earned his Ph.D. in sociology from 
NoNorthwestern University and was a post-doctoral research fellow at Harvard University. Dr. Baker resides in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

734-751-7840 • readthespirit.com • readthespirit@gmail.com
42015 Ford Road, Suite 234 • Canton, MI 48187Read the Spirit Books


